Many specimens are irregularly-shaped in consequence of the increment taking place more at one side or at one extremity, than at the other.
Various methods of classifying urinary calculi have been proposed; some founded on their sensible properties, and others on their chemical composition.
Our author conceives the most natural classification to be that in which not only the whole of the constituents are enumerated, but also the order of their succession. In order to facilitate their identification it is also necessary to class them according to their chemical properties. In his classification he has adopted both these plans. Thus, an anecdote is related, that some of the examiners coming to an apothecary's shop, found a pot with ung. album written on it: the gentlemen got about the pot and examined it; each gave his opinion?one said it was hard, another that it did not smell enough of camphor, a third that it ought to be malaxed with some oil, while a fourth proposed treating it in a summary manner by throwing it out of doors. In the height of the dispute, the boy coming in, entreated them to stay their hands, assuring them that it was perfectly good, but only put into the wrong vessel. " What is it then ?" said one of the learned. [April 1
In the Pharmacopoeia of 1746, a great improvement had taken place over that which preceded it, many of the complicated and absurd formulae were removed, and considerable progress had been made in the chemical part. The Mithridatum with its forty ingredients, and Theriaca Andromachi with about sixty, were still however allowed to remain.
The origin of the Botanic Garden at Chelsea is involved in some obscurity, but it is supposed to have been founded prior to the year 1673. In 1722, Sir Hans Sloane, who had purchased the manor, granted it on lease to the Society of Apothecaries, on condition that they should present annually to the Royal Society fifty distinct plants, till the collection amounted to 2000, and also that the garden should be appropriated to the purpose of cultivating plants, instructing students, and advancing science.
Towards the latter end of the last century, disputes having arisen between the chemists and apothecaries, the latter formed themselves into a Society under the title of the General Pharmaceutical Association of Great Britain, for the purpose of preventing chemists from vending pharmaceutical preparations, compounding physician's prescriptions, &c. The result of their exertions, however, was not so successful as was anticipated, and the Society shortly broke up without having effected much against the druggists, whom they had threatened to destroy.
For the remainder of the account of the differences between the apothecaries and chemists and druggists, we must refer to the pamphlet itself, in which our readers will find much to instruct and amuse them. The dice are rattling in the box, and the next throw will probably decide the fate of medical reform?at least, for many years to come! We confess that the hollow sound of the dead bones vibrates rather ominously on our ears?and we should be less surprised than grieved if the dice turn up sixes and sevens instead of aces. Instead of having a united Board or Body?a " tria (or duo) juncta in uno"?to regulate and equalize the education of the profession in England, we shall perhaps have the disjecta membra brought forward, a little whitewashed and varnished, but still essentially the same?each pulling its own way, and for its own corporate interest. The time for appeal is short?and we regret to see that the zeal, the energy, and the union of the profession are far from corresponding to the emergency of the occasion ! Sir James Clark and others, including ourselves, have urged on the public, for some time past, the necessity of petitioning the legislature on this important subject?and if active measures are not now quickly taken, the cause will be lost.
We Again we beg to recommend the work.
